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COLLGAR WIND FARM 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [12.08 pm]: I congratulate 
the Minister for Tourism on the new direct route from China to Western Australia with pilots trained in Merredin 
now flying back to Western Australia. What a great thing!  

On the topic of Merredin, last week I visited Collgar Wind Farm with the Minister for Energy. The $750 million 
Collgar Wind Farm is currently the largest wind farm in Western Australia. It comprises 111 turbines spread 
over 18 000 hectares of farming land south east of the Merredin town site. The project will generate and deliver 
an average of 792 000 megawatt hours of clean, renewable energy into the south west interconnected system 
each year. This is enough to power 125 000 homes with renewable energy for a year. I hope the member for 
Cannington pays his green energy levy!  

Last year, the state government approved Synergy entering into a 15-year power purchase agreement to underpin 
the development. Collgar Wind Farm will displace approximately 700 000 tonnes of carbon dioxide per year, 
which is the equivalent of taking approximately 160 000 cars off the road each year. Once fully operational, the 
wind farm will increase total renewable energy generation in the south west interconnected system from five per 
cent to almost nine per cent, which is a great achievement for the state government. The completion of the wind 
farm represents a major step towards Western Australia achieving its share of the national renewable energy 
target of 20 per cent by 2020. Wind energy has become the world’s fastest-growing energy source, with more 
than 10 000 megawatts of capacity being installed globally every year. This iconic renewable energy project has 
provided, and will continue to provide, many benefits to the Wheatbelt region and the state as a whole.  

The Merredin community, to its credit, has embraced this investment, and the opportunity to have the wind farm 
based at Merredin has been welcomed with open arms. The project has created about 150 jobs during the 
building phase, with ongoing positions for up to 20 people after the project is fully commissioned. It is certainly 
evident from the last brief ministerial statement, and this one, that the Wheatbelt is open for business, is looking 
to grow its economic potential, and is very happy to work with the private sector to produce fantastic outcomes. 
 


